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Perth Waldorf School
Early Childhood Special Needs Assistant — Job Description

1% September 2026

Perth Waldorf School is committed to promoting the safety, health and wellbeing of children and young
people, and expects all school staff, parents, students, volunteers and visitors to the school to share that
commitment.

Position Overview

The Special Needs Assistant works closely with the Early Childhood Co-ordinator and the Kindergarten
Teacher to develop strategies that allow the class to maintain a healthy rhythm, while enabling the
meaningful inclusion of children with additional needs. The Special Needs Assistant works under the
direction of the Teacher, and alongside the Kindergarten Assistant, to implement agreed education and
behaviour plans.

The role supports children aged 3 to 6 years and is offered at 0.5 FTE, with flexible working times to be
negotiated according to the needs of the child/children and the Kindergarten programme.

Required Qualifications

¢ Working With Children Check.

o Certificate IV in Education Support (Special Needs) or equivalent, with evidence of relevant special
needs qualifications and experience.

e Experience and training appropriate to the needs of the individual child or children requiring support,
and to the particular classroom situation.

¢ Training in Steiner childhood development and understanding of the Steiner curriculum and its
approach to child development.

» Experience working with neurodiversity, including children with PDA (Pathological Demand
Avoidance), Autism and ADHD.

Duty Statement

The Special Needs Assistant will:

Working with the Teacher and Team

¢ Meet with the Teacher before the start of the school day to confirm the rhythm for the day, make
suggestions, discuss progress and be directed to tasks.

« Attend planning sessions with the Teacher, Kindergarten Assistant and Co-ordinator as needed.

¢ Support the transitions in the rhythm of the day with regard for the authority of the Teacher and the
Kindergarten Assistant in the classroom.

¢ Work independently when required and collaborate effectively with various teachers and staff across
different settings within the Early Childhood environment.



Supporting the Child

* Work with subtlety, maintaining the child's feeling of security within the classroom.

¢ Support and maintain the authority of the Teacher and the Kindergarten Assistant.

+ Demonstrate the ability to work with children with a range of needs and disabilities, aged 3 to 6 years.

e Apply strategies to assist children with self-regulation, drawing on experience with neurodiverse
children including those with PDA, Autism and ADHD.

e Act swiftly to identify children who need support and provide appropriate scaffolding to enable their
participation and progress.

e Work flexibly across 1:1 support and small group settings, according to the needs of the child and the
classroom.

¢ Engage children with warmth and creativity, bringing an understanding of child development and the
Steiner curriculum to daily interactions.

Employment Details

e Position: 0.5 FTE
¢ Working hours: Flexible, to be negotiated in line with programme and child needs.
e Age group: Early Childhood, 3-6 years.
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