
PERTH WALDORF SCHOOL  

CLASS 10 STUDENT EXCHANGE 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR HOST FAMILIES 

 

PURPOSE:   

The success of student exchange is underpinned by understanding and trust between the two host 
families.  The following questions are suggested topics that students considering an exchange, and their 
parents, may wish to think about discussing with the proposed exchange family.  It is intended that these 
questions/topics are discussed in order to foster goodwill, understanding, trust and clear 
communication, in the interest of creating the best possible exchange experience for the two exchanging 
students and their families.   

It should be made clear to all involved that there are no right or wrong answers to these questions, and 
this is not a screening process, but rather a way of facilitating open communication and perhaps helping 
to raise sensitive or difficult topics.  Utilise the questions that seem relevant to your situation. 

 

 HOME LIFE: 

1. How is Waldorf Education important to your family? How long has your family been involved with 
Waldorf Education? 

2. What is the primary language spoken at home? What other languages are spoken by family 
members? 

3. Have you hosted an exchange student before? If yes, how did it go? 

4. Has anyone in your family participated in an international exchange?  If yes, please describe. 

5. How far from the school do you live?  How will the exchange student get to and from school? 

6. How far do you live from your town/city?  Is public transport available?  Is the visiting student 
able to get around independently at times during their stay?     

7. Who lives in your household?  What living/sleeping arrangements will be provided for the 
student? 

8. Does anyone in your family smoke? Is smoking allowed in your home? 

9. Do you have pets? Farm animals? Please give details.  

10. Does your family follow a special diet?  How often do you eat meals together as a family?  Does 
your child have special dietary requirements eg vegetarian, gluten free, vegan? Are you able to 
cater for special dietary requirements of the visiting student if requested? 

11. What are your family’s hobbies, interests or activities? 



12. Does your family attend religious services? Would you expect your visiting student to attend 
these services? Would you be willing to take the student to a different religious service if 
requested? 

13. As a member of your family, would you expect the visiting student to do additional work eg 
(babysitting, yard work, etc) in addition to normal household chores? 

14. What are typical weekends like in your home? 

15. Does anyone in your family play a musical instrument regularly? Do you have a piano or any other 
instruments available that the visiting student could play? 

16. What are the media parameters in your home? Eg television, videos, movies, computers, mobile 
phones, gaming, social media.  How is this monitored/managed?  

17. What are your guidelines/rules regarding students attending parties and/or dating? 

18. Do you have a curfew on school nights and / or weekends? If yes, what are they? 

19. Is there a member of your family with a chronic illness or physical/mental handicap that the 
visiting student should be aware of?  If yes, please elaborate so that the student can understand 
the situation.   

20. Please describe the medical care/health care practices that you prefer/expect for your child and 
that would be provided for the visiting student. (Eg. homeopath, naturopath, medical doctor, etc) 

21. How will expenses be carried between the two families?  Who pays for food, transport, outings, 
holidays/trips, school requisites, etc.  Will each host family cover all expenses while the student 
is staying with them?  What about medical expenses?  What about students’ spending money? 

 

SCHOOL LIFE: 

22. Will the visiting student participate in all timetabled year-group classes at your school? 

23. Is the visiting student expected to know enough of the host school’s language to complete 
school work in that language?  Should/can the visiting student bring school work from their own 
school to complete in certain classes? 

 

FOR STUDENTS COMING TO THE PERTH WALDORF SCHOOL:  

24. The drinking age (ie the age at which it is legal to drink alcohol) in Australia is 18 years old and as 
such alcohol is not made available to high school students.  Do you/the student have any 
comments/concerns about this? 

25. In Australia, smoking is banned in public places, and the sale of cigarettes and tobacco products 
to people under 18 is not permitted.  As such tobacco products are not made available to high 
school students.  Do you/the student have any comments/concerns about this? 

26. All students must adhere to our High School Rules.  A High School Handbook will be provided. 


