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21/4/2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Re: Coronavirus Response 

I hope this finds you and your family well. This letter provides an outline of the response by 
PWS to the changes announced by the government around schooling in WA in Term 2.  

The announcement by the government at the end of last week and further correspondence to 
schools from the government and from the Association of Independent Schools WA 
(AISWA) makes it clear that as a non-government school we are expected to chart our 
own course in line with the following two documents: 

1) The COVID-19 National Principles for School Education (attached) and  
2) The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) advice on reducing 

the potential risk of COVID-19 transmission in schools 
 

The state government has declared a “soft opening” for state schools which provides for 
parent choice about whether children attend classes or not and the Minister of Education 
declared then retracted the statement that state school teachers can manage three modes of 
delivery; (1) face to face, (2) hard copy packs and (3) online.   

In accordance with the National Principles and referring to the AHPPC advice, Perth Waldorf 
School proposes the following arrangements for the start of Term 2 with regular reviews to 
be conducted and any changes to be communicated in a timely manner to you. There is a 
formal review process of schooling in WA to be conducted in Week 3 by the state 
government and we will bear the results of that in mind.   
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The Main Points 

1) School will re-open on Wednesday 29th April. This is in line with the 
state school opening date.  

Primary and High School will operate classes as per the usual start and 
finishing times.  
 
Kindergaten 4, 5 & 6 will have shortened morning-only sessions for the first 
week of Term 2 (3 days). Further details on the Kindergarten re-opening 
timeline will be emailed to parents by the Faculty coordinator by the end of 
the week.  
 
Baby, Toddler and Playgroups will not be re-opening as yet. Leaders will be 
providing weekly newsletters and phone contact.  
 

2) Following the ANZAC Day public holiday on Monday, there will be a 
pupil free day on Tuesday 28th April. This will allow staff the 
opportunities to prepare collaboratively for the complete reversal of what 
had been expected to be a remote schooling experience in Term 2.  
 

3) The main mode of delivery will be face to face in school. We believe this 
is the most effective mode and aligns closely with the school’s ethos. 
Teachers will have access to and may refer to the remote learning 
materials they had prepared for Term 2 but face to face teaching will be 
the main mode of curriculum delivery. 

 
4) The school’s expectation is that most children will attend school from 

the start of Term 2 however parents have the right to choose to look 
after their children at home.  This is in line with the government’s “soft 
opening” for state schools and it reflects the health advice provided by the 
AHPPC that attendance at a school campus for education represents a 
very low health risk to students. The school is aware there are a range of 
views on risk around COVID-19 and seeks to follow the guidance of 
government on this matter.  

 



The Details 

 

Teachers and Curriculum Delivery 

5) We have a dedicated and hardworking teaching body who we need to protect and 
support through this experience. Where possible teachers will strive to support remote 
learning for those children that do not return to school.  We cannot expect teachers 
to provide both face to face teaching experiences and to guarantee remote 
learning as well.  
The school notes that there is no funding for a multi modal approach from either 
Federal or State Governments at this time and the state education minister has 
conceded teachers can’t operate in that way. For state schools only, the Education 
Minister has stated that the education department will cover the remote learning mode 
“where possible”. A number of Independent Schools have decided on either a remote 
schooling approach OR a Face to face approach.  

6) The provision of remote learning and schooling – where possible - will be either take 
home hard copy packs or online. This will depend on the preference of the teacher 
and the age of the children.  In line with current state government policy, a once per 
week check-in would be provided by the teacher.   

7) Camps, excursions, assemblies and other gatherings will not be held until further 
advice. Drama main lessons (which often conclude with a performance) may proceed 
however social distancing will be emphasized and adult audiences will not be allowed 
until further notice.  
 

Transport and Adult Interaction 

8) There are three main drop off and pick up points which parents and guardians are 
asked to use. Outside the North lake Gate, at the shelter near the school library and at 
the shelter in front of the school office. Primary School and High School students 
should be dropped off and parents and guardians should not leave their car to 
visit the school including the canteen. This is in line with state government 
recommendations. The P&F will be asked to operate the canteen for staff/student 
takeaway orders only and further details will be provided later. 

9) Kindergarten children may be accompanied by a parent or guardian to the 
kindy door and then are asked to leave the school grounds. Please respect the social 
distancing rules by not stopping to speak with the teacher, not mingling with other 
children or adults and at all times practicing good hygiene.  

10) The preference for parents communicating with staff at school is via non-face to face 
means including with office staff. Messages can be passed from the office to teachers 
if you send emails or texts pws@pws.wa.edu.au .  
This attempt to reduce contact is in line with the Health department’s advice that 
the greatest risk of contamination is from adult to adult transmission and we 
want to reduce that where possible.  

11) The school bus services (Hills and Cockburn Central) will be provided from 
Wednesday 29th April.  
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Staying Healthy 

12) The school will employ extra cleaning processes including play equipment being 
cleaned, emptying bins during the day, wiping surfaces regularly, washing of hands in 
running water with soap regularly, including before and after eating and before and 
after using  play equipment. Hand sanitizer and wipes are in stock and available 
throughout the school. Masks or other PPE equipment will not be worn in line with 
current advice unless someone has hay fever or something that could spread body 
fluids.  

13) Parents must keep children at home if they are ill in any way so as to reduce 
sickness spreading, to protect staff and reassure everyone that we are acting 
responsibly. School will immediately contact parents when children are ill and urgent 
collection of your child is much appreciated. A sick bay separate to the office space is 
being considered at this time. 
Vulnerable or sick staff are being asked to work from home or take leave.  
Parents are urged to immediately update medical information forms in the case of 
children with known health conditions pws@pws.wa.edu.au If there are concerns 
about your child’s health, please get a plan of action for the school from a G.P.  

14) As much as possible, the school will keep various cohorts of children from 
mingling with other cohorts of children to reduce the chance of exposure.  

15) Use of water stations/bubblers will be prohibited except for filling personal water 
bottles. All children are encouraged to bring their own water bottle or use 
facilities provided in class which will be hygienic. Children are not to share food.  

 
 

Information and Planning 

16) Parents will be surveyed later this week about their intention to send children to 
school in week 1. This will inform teachers about how they will operate their classes. 
Your clear, timely response to that survey by 12pm on Friday is highly appreciated.  
 

17) Decisions around Term 2 reports and longer term arrangements will be 
communicated in a timely manner and according to the circumstances which are 
changeable.  

 
School Fees 

18) Fee reductions provided by the school were mainly aimed at supporting families 
during this difficult economic time. These reductions for Term 2 will be honoured.  

19) Once again, you are encouraged to communicate with the school if you need to defer 
fee payments or you are seeking bursary support to cover the cost of fees. If you are 
able to contribute to the Hardship Fund to help other families, please let the school 
know when paying your invoice. account@pws.wa.edu.au 

mailto:pws@pws.wa.edu.au
mailto:account@pws.wa.edu.au


Thank you 

We are all aware that these are challenging times and patience and goodwill is required. 
We are also aware that families have borne a significant burden in many ways and your 
support of your children through homeschooling and your support of the school teachers 
as they work their way through this experience is highly appreciated.  

Hopefully this letter has clarified most points about how the school will open and operate 
in term 2. If there are pressing questions please direct them to the School Administrator or 
the Faculty coordinators via pws@pws.wa.edu.au and allow the teachers the space to 
prepare for this unexpected change.  

Kind regards 

 
Bruce Lee 
School Administrator 
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Attachment 1 

COVID-19 National Principles for School Education 
On 16 April 2020, the National Cabinet agreed to a set of National Principles for School 
Education to support the ongoing delivery of high quality education for all students during 
COVID-19, enable students to progress through their year level, and support a successful 
transition to 2021. 

1. Our schools are critical to the delivery of high quality education for students and to give 
our children the best possible start in life. Our education systems are based on the 
recognition that education is best delivered by professional teachers to students in the 
classroom on a school campus. 

2. It is accepted that during the COVID-19 crisis, alternative flexible, remote delivery of 
education services may be needed. 

3. Our schools must be healthy and safe environments for students, teachers and other 
staff to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of education to students. 

4. State and Territory Governments and non-government sector authorities are 
responsible for managing and making operational decisions for their school systems 
respectively, subject to compliance with relevant funding agreements with the 
Commonwealth. 

5. Decisions regarding the response to COVID-19 in the schooling sector must continue to 
be informed by expert, official, national and state-based public health and education 
advice, consistent with these national principles. 

6. All students must continue to be supported by their school to ensure participation in 
quality education during the COVID-19 crisis. 

7. The health advice consistently provided by the AHPPC is that attendance at a school 
campus for education represents a very low health risk to students. The advice also 
notes that appropriate practices must be employed at schools, like at other workplaces, 
to provide a safe working environment for school staff, including teachers, and that the 
specific AHPPC advice regarding school campuses should be followed. 

  

 
 
 
 


	Attachment 1
	COVID-19 National Principles for School Education

